
FWP COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET

Meeting Date:    February 14, 2013

Agenda Item:  Lake Blaine Fishing Access Site 

Division:  Fisheries Action Needed:    Endorsement 

Time Needed on Agenda for this Presentation:  5 Minutes

Background
FWP is seeking the Commission’s approval to conduct due diligence toward potentially acquiring a fishing 
access site on Lake Blaine in Flathead County. Lake Blaine is a 382-acre natural lake located approximately 8 
miles northeast of Kalispell and 6 miles south of Columbia Falls along the west side of the Swan Mountain 
range. Lake Blaine supports a diverse fish community including rainbow, lake and brook trout, largemouth 
bass, northern pike, and yellow perch. The lake is moderately popular, supporting 900-1500 days of fishing per 
year with both open water and ice fishing. The lake could support more recreational use but it is the last large 
lake in Region 1 without dedicated public access. A resort on the south end of the lake used to provide access  
but is now closed. Limited public access is allowed on the north end through a Private Lands Fishing Access 
Agreement (PLFA) with a private landowner. Parking is currently limited at this site though, and this results in 
people parking along the county road, which creates a traffic safety issue. Flathead County is interested in 
seeing  expanded  (off-road)  parking  to  prevent  people  from  parking  along  the  road.  The  landowner  has 
expressed interest in selling a parcel of land to FWP (approximately 5 acres or less) that would adequately 
provide parking and include a boat ramp and vault latrine. Lake Blaine has been on the Region 1 FAS priority 
list for nearly 30 years. Flathead Wildlife, Inc., a local sportsmen’s club, has also identified it as a priority site.

Public Involvement Process & Results
FWP would prepare an Environmental Assessment and seek public comment on acquiring the site. 

Alternatives & Analysis
FWP  could  continue  to  negotiate  a  PLFA  agreement  with  the  landowner.  The  landowner  has  been  very 
cooperative but has expressed interest in a more permanent solution. Parking and sanitation (porta-potty latrine) 
are substandard under the current arrangement.

Agency Recommendation & Rationale
The  Department  recommends  that  the  Commission  endorse  its  request  to  conduct  due  diligence  towards 
potentially purchasing of the property. This would include negotiating with the landowner to secure acreage for 
parking along with lakeshore for boating and fishing. FWP would also consult with Flathead County to address 
traffic safety concerns.

Proposed Motion
“I move that the Commission endorse the Department’s request to negotiate the acquisition of a fishing access 
site on Lake Blaine.”   
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